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may not proclaim hartal. We may not burn public buildings, we
may not kill anybody, we may not swear at anybody. We may
not quarrel among ourselves, we may not be intolerant towards
those who do not see eye to eye with us. Our tolerance will gain
more recruits to our cause than our intolerance. "There is no
compulsion in religion5' is as true in the matter of "forcible con-
versions" to the doctrine of non-co-operation as to Islam. We must
not fear anything and anybody except our weaknesses.
MY TESTIMONY
Friends are asking me, whether I do not consider it a breach
of faith on the part of the Viceroy to have countenanced the
arrest of Maulana Mahomed Ali. I cannot accuse Lord Reading
of a breach of faith, because his assurance as to waiving of prose-
cution was gratuitous. But it is certainly up to him to show
clearly the new circumstances that have arisen since his Simla
speech to justify Maulana Mahomed Ali's arrest. Of course, he
did not expect the Maulana to seal his lips or to water down his
speeches. The apology was an act of brave and fearless men. They
expressed regret, if in a heated moment they had used an ex-
pression that might mean incitement to violence. I know the
Brothers to be brave, honest and godfearing. Ever since the
famous statement, Maulana Mahomed Ali has been travelling with
me. He has made many speeches. But whilst he has been strong
in every one of them, he has been careful to preach non-violence.
His work on behalf of non-violence in private has been more solid
still. The Brothers have been preaching the non-violence of the
strong. They have practised what they have preached. The
Government of Madras knew, that we were proceeding upon an
errand of peace. They knew that Maulana Mahomed Ali was
bound to preach Hindu-Muslim unity. His message would have
reached the Moplahs, and their fanaticism might have received a
check. If he had been permitted to go to the disturbed area,
he would have ensured peace without the loss of a single drop of
blood. But that would have irreparably damaged the prestige of
the Government and demonstrated the triumph of non-violence.
PROOF
If proof be wanted in support of my inference, it is supplied by
the letter received by me from the Chief Secretary on my arrival
in Madras. This is the text :
In the event of your proposing to visit Malabar District, I am direct-
ed to inform you that the military authorities consider that the condition